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HOPKINS, Mavon. 


4 Common Council holden in the Chamber of the 

Guildhall of the City of London, on Friday the 

Tenth Day of February, One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred and Ninty-Two, 


RESOLVED, 


Thar the Thanks of this Court be given 
to the Rev. WILLIAM LUCAS, Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable the Loxzp-Mavor, for his Sermon preached be- 
fore his LogDsH1P, the ALDERMEN, and SHERIFFS, on Sunday 
the Eighth Day of January laſt, at the Pariſh Church of 
St. Lawrence Ferry; and that he be requeſted to print the 
ſame, and ſend a Copy thereof to * Member of this 
Court. 
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Right Honourable JOH N HOPKINS, 


LORD- MAYOR, 


| AND THE 5 
ORSHIPFUL THE COURT OF ALDERMEN, 
| THIS | 5 1 
DIScOURSE 
1 PREACHED BEFORE _ 1 
In the Pariſh Church of St. Lawrence Jewry, 
ON THE EeHTEH OF JANUARY, 1792, 
| 18 RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, jg 5 
| BY THEIR SEP OBEDIENT, | | 
: AND FAITHFUL HUMBLE SERVANT, 
LONDON, MARCH 12, 1792. THE AUTHOR. 
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RoMaAxs, CHAP. XIII. VER. I. 
LET EVERY SOUL BE SUBJECT UNTO THE HIGHER POWERS 3 FOR THERE 
Is No POWER BUT. OF GOD: THE POWERS THAT BE, ARE ORDAINED 


OF GOD. 


* 


Tu IS Exhortation of St. Paul's was directed to the 
Faithful at ancient Rome: 0 Obriltians living under the 
Government of a Pagan Prince. The Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of it will appear, if we conſider how natural it was for the 
primitive Chriſtians, when once enligbtened with the Rays 
of the Goſpel, to hold in Contempt the Perſons of thoſe, bet 
who were involved in the. Darkneſs of a wretched Mytho- 
logy. But our Apoſtle, we' find, notwithſtanding the ſuperior 
Excellence of Chriſtianity, both as to its divine and moral 
Influence, was ſo far from encouraging any ſuch ſupercilious 
Contention or Miſbehaviour, as might tend to a Violation of 
the public Peace; that, on the FOE he exhorts his Pro- 
| B ſelytes 
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ſelytes to fuch a FOR Submiſſion to all legal Powers, as muſt 


ever diſtinguiſh the good Subject and true Believer, from the 
hypocritical and ſeditious. For this laudable and truly apo- 
ſtolick Conduct, he had not only the divine Precepts of his 
heavenly Maſter, but the brighteſt of all Examplars like- 
wiſe, in the memorable Inſtance of the Tribute Money 3 
"y render, therefore; unto Czſar the Things which are 
„ Czxſar's; and unto God the Things that are God's.” 


To apply this Doctrine to the preſent Occaſion, I ſhall, 
firſt, lay before you ſome of the wiſe Purpoſes for which 
Magiſtrates were ordained ; I ſhall then point out the 


Duty of ſuch Perſonages, in diſpenſing the Power with which 


they are entruſted; and conclude with demonſtrating, the 
Obligation incumb ent on all Subjects, particularly Chriſtians, 


to render cheerful Obedience to. the Laws and Inſtitutions 


of the Government under which they live. 


F irſt. When Men, "fir their Enormiis were e deprived 


of the Counſels of God only wiſe ;* F and the Con- 


fuſion and Wretchedneſs attendant on ſuch a State of in- 
tellectual Obſcurity, had brought them, at length, t. 
a juſt Senſe of their Wickedneſs and Folly ; we once 
more find the Deity condeſcending to ſpeak, not in his 


awful T hunder, nor in the dreadful Whirlwind, neither by 
the 


( 11 } 


the ſmall till Voice of his enchanting Omnipotence, but 
by the mediate and more familiar Communication of his 
choſen Prophets, who dwelt amongſt them : holy men, 
whom he deputed to appoint Rulers and Magiſtrates, to re- 
lieve his People from the worſt of Plagues that can aſſail 
Magkind—a State of , and ſavage Confuſion. 


W to the D rüde with which ey were inveſted, 
they accordingly, we read, anointed Kings to rule over 
the People, to diſtribute Juſtice, and to maintain God's 
Ordinances. Hence were the Sons of Men bleſſed with a 
David and a Solomon, whoſe Wiſdom appointed the ſe- 
veral Magiſtrates requiſite for the Conſervation of Equity 
and Order; the Rites and Ceremonies of God's Church 
were eſtabliſhed, and his Miaitere pratected and en- 
couraged in the Diſcharge of their Duty. 


In this regular Diſtribution of Power amongſt Men, 
the beautiful Order, which the infinite Ruler obſerves, in 
all his Operations, and by which he harmonizes all his 
multifarious and ſtupendous Works, conſpicuouſly appears. 


The immenſe Structure of the Univerſe, with all the 


planetary Syſtems, that move in endleſs unimaginable Space, 
B 2 may 


1 . 


may engage | the piercing Enquiries. of a Newton, whoſe 
comprehenſive Genius is a clear Demonſtration of the on- 
derful Power and Wiſdom of its Maker; nor leſs the Effect 
of Deſign, in its ſeveral Members, is the Human Frame for 
5 we know, that, even in the moſt minute Parts of it, want 
5 of Order, produced by Accident, or Intemperance, will not 
unfrequently occaſion Pain to the whole Syſtem; Pain, 
which, if not in Time removed, Will often derange our no- 
bleſt Faculties, till Order be again reſtored; and the Body 
be reduced to its natural State. And juſt as requiſite to all 
civil and religious Societies, is that invaluable Agent of eter- 
nal Wiſdom, Order, to protect us, by the regular and im- 
partial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, from the Attacks of Vice: 


for this important Purpoſe, as well as to preſerve inviolate 


the ſacred Ordinancee- of Heaven, were Magiſtrates or- 
dained, who, as the Apoſtle juſtly obſerves, are not a 
«« Terror to good Work, but to the ev/.” This being all 
ay that Time will permit me to offer, relative to this Head, 
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I proceed, ſecondly, to what it leads, namely, the Duty 
of Magiſtrates 1 in ppc the Power with which 2 


are entruſted. 
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And here it muſt be allowed, that, in every ſocial Compact, 
the of Govemours and of Subjects is nearly re- 
ciprocal. 


6 


ciprocal. The Subject, on his Pt” cheerfully agrees to 
ſupport his Prince, in all the Dignity and Splendour becoming 
the ſupreme Power ; 3 while the Monarch, in Return, co- 
venants to appoint a ſufficient Number of able Magiſtrates 
to , maintain and protect each individual, in all his Rights, 
natural, civil, and religious, as far, at leaſt, as may be 


deemed conſiſtent with the e Safety of the State. 


- 


The King, as chief Magilrate, with the Aid and Concur- 
rence of the other two Eſtates, may at all Times, proceed 
to enact ſuch Laws as they, in their Wiſdom, ſhall conceive 
neceſſary for the better Security of the Subject from all foreign 
and domeſtic foes. Of theſe laws, when once framed, the 
executive Power i is lodged in the Hands of the Prince, whoſe 
Duty it is to appoint Proper Perſone ee fill the ſubordinate 
Offices requiſite for the impartial Diſtribution of juſtice. 
And theſe alſo are obliged, by the Legiſlature of the King- 
dom, to give ſuch ſolemn Teſts of their religious Conformity, 
as the State, in common, and agreeably to the Maxims of 
all other States, ſhall deem ſufficient ſecurity for the Con- 
fidence repoſed in them. And as it is unqueſtionably the 
Duty of the Clergy to aſſiſt the civil Magiſtrate in the En- 
couragement and Protection of Morality, which is the grand 


Bulwark of the Goſpel ; ſo is it e the Duty of Ma- 
| giltrates 


. 


giſtrates to Stel the ſecular Power, mite ver the mild Ad- 
monitions of the Church ſhall be found ineffectual; that by 


the Harmony reſulting from their co-operating Labours for 


the Preſervation of good Order, the Ordinances of Him, 
from whom all Power is derived, may be preſerved inviolate ; ; 
ſo that all Men may clearly perceive, that, 14 the e Bleſſings 
of the Upright, the City i is exalted.” 8 


But, to this End, the State, in its legiſlative Cap act 


not only requires certain Teſts of the religious Conformity of 
thoſe, who are to be employed in carrying into Execution 


Laws framed for the Benefit of the Whole; but preſcribes 


the Form, the Manner, and due Solemnity of ſuch Teſts, 


agreeably to its own Wiſdom, for the Security of ſelf. Now 
if it be allowed, that the Legiſlature hath ſuch a Right (and 
who can be ſo ignorant of our Statute Laws as to deny it ?) 
we muſt conſequently conclude the Perſon, who declares : 


himſelf a Candidate for any Office, Civil or Military, to be 
in a Paroxyſip of arrogant Delirium, ſhould he not only refuſe 


the Teſt required of him, but preſume to preſcribe and dictate 
to the ſupreme Power, the Terms on which he would deign 
to be employed. What would, in this Caſe, be the Duty 
of the Legiſlature, is equally that of all ſubordinate Ma- 
giſtrates delegated by it, namely, to o reject every ſuch captious 

; Candidate, 


1 


Candidate, as ſhould preſumptuouſly contend with his ſuper- 
ſtitious Scruples againſt the ſolemn Decrees of the State, the 
Wiſdom of which hath been confeſſedly ſanctioned by the 
united Suffrages of all the rational Governments that ever 


exiſted. 


Before we diſmiſs this Head, it may not, perhaps, be im- 
proper to examine the general Motives, which actuated thoſe, 
who are ſo ſtrenuous in their Endeavours, to obtain a Repeal 
of the reſt-Act. 


The firſt that preſents ſell, in a facmidable Shape, is 
a pretended Sctuple | of Conſcience, . dignified with the 
Appellation of a religious Objection, and amountin g 
ſimply to this—Shall the Ele& hold Communion with 
the carnal Remnants of gaudy Popery ? Shall our Deacons 
and Elders deſcend to ſo vile a Profanation of Chriſt's Sa- 
crament ? Nay—let us rather come out from among them, 
and lift. up our Voice, and cry aloud, and ſpare not 
This then is the Subſtance of that ponderous Objection 
to our bumble Form of adminiſtering the . Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper : To offer any Argument againſt it, 
were to inſult the Underſtanding of every Prefbyter, who 
has read the Proclamation at the End of the Communion- 


Service. 
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Service. Yet this Objection, weak as it is, is the pre- 
tended Foundation of the numerous Petitions, which 
have ſo often engaged the Attention of our Senate. And 
although their ' feveral ' Attempts to break down the ne- | 


ceſſary Barriers between good Order and Confuſion, between 
Chriſtian Toleration and encroaching Enthuſiaſm, which 
the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors eſtabliſhed, have been hither- 


to defeated ; yet ſeem | they not without Hope, that their 


religious Perſeverance, as it is termed, in contending for 


« ing; (which Order is well meant for a Signification of our humble and 
and grateful Acknowledgement of the Benefits of Chr iſt therein given to 


all worthy Receivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch Profanation and 
Diſorder in the Holy Communion, as might otherwiſe enſue : ) Yet leſt 


% —_ 7 
. 3563 » 
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«c * Whereas it is ordained in this Office for the Adminiſtration of the 


Lord's Supper, that the Communicants ſhould | receive the ſame kneel- 


the ſame kneeling ſhould by any Perſons, either out of Ignorance and 
Infirmity, or out of Malice and Obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued and de- 


praved; It is hereby declared, That thereby no Adoration is intended, 


or ought to be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine there 
bodily received, or unto any corporal Preſence of Chriſt's natural Fleſh 
and Blood. Fo or the Sacramental Bread and Wine remain ſtill in their 
very vr Subſtances, and therefore may not be adored, (for that were 
Idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Chriſtians : (And the natural 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in kalen; and not here ; 
it being againſt the Truth of Chriſt's natural Body, to be at one Time 
in more Places than one.“ 


a Repeal 


* * 


M * ) 


a Repeal of the Teſt Act, may-paſs upon the world as an 
effectual Cloak to their Gniftes'? Deſigns. Suppoſing that, 
at this Time, there are, in theſe Realms, fifty different 
Sects, diſſatisfied with the religious Eſtabliſhment, and 
ſetting about the arduous Buſineſs of Reformation; their 
Zeal for making Converts will, doubtleſs,” keep Pace with 
their temporal Intereſts, / and. each Man having his own 


Promotion in View, with that of his Party, it is eaſy to 
Conceive the miſerable Confuſion, which ſuch a religious 


Struggling for Power, muſt nn een KA 


It is abend manifeſt, Ge, "AG wherever the Kno- 

edge of Religion is, there muſt be one certain Form of 
Worſhip eſtabliſhed for the national Benefit; and chat none 
but thoſe, who, in Appearance at leaſt, comply with it, 
ſhould be employed, under Government, in any Office of 
Truſt, the Abuſe of * _ 3 its yo Te: 


It only remains, then, Gab the Wiſdom s the State to 
ſcle& that Form which is moſt likely to keep Peace, pro- 
mote Virtue, and exhort the People to ſocial and religious 
Duties : And as, in theſe Caſes, the ſecular Opinion is | 
leſs liable to Partiality than that of the Paſtors of any 
Sect whatever; their Choice would, perhaps, be the beſt 
Criterion. Now if, in this Reſpect, we were to conſult 
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the Opinions of thoſe, who, though far from being 10 


to any Se, admit, nevertheleſs, the Neceſlity of eſtabliſh. 


ing /ome F orm of Worſhip; which is it moſt probable they 
would prefer? Would they repeal ht which Experience 
and all impartial Judges” have hitherto allowed to be the 
moſt tolerant, mild, and forgiving of all other Sects, for 
that which ever was and _ remains intolerant, -furious, 
— 2 2 e | | 


3 
* * N * a 
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That ſuch ali a esd Mes, fan d e Chriſtians, 


many even among the Diſſenters themſelves, have, and, to 


this Day, continue to prefer, as a national Eftabliſhment, 
the former Mode of Worſhip, the Exiſtence of our peace- 


able Church at this Time ſufficiently proves : And, there- 
fore, the many. formidable- Efforts, made at different 


Periods) by the reſtleſs Ambition of ſelf. intereſted Perſons 


for the Repeal of an Act, effectual, it appears, for the 
Defence of Church and State, is the ſtrongeſt Argument 
for the Neceflity of its Exiſtence. This will clearly 
appear to any Perſon, who will but conſider the follow- 
ing plain Queſtions, and their conſequent Anſwers. What 5 


is the real and principal.” Object, which the Diſſenters 


haye in View by ſo repeatedly 2 ſoliciting | the Repeal of the 
facramental Teſt? Is it a more unlimited Toleration of 
propagating their theological Opinions; or 4 tnoas | ge⸗ 

5 neral 


6 

neral Indemnity of aſperſing from their Pulpits che eſtab- 
liſhed. Clergy? Certainly neither — Witneſs the numerous 
Publications of Sermons and of Pamphlets, with which 
the Preſs hath, .teemed for Years, as well as. the Language. 


of their. Preachers in the numerous Conventicles throu ghout 
the three Kingdoms. ca | 


If, hen, 8 and other A een 5 valuable in 
the Eyes of all religious Sects, Who are protected by any 
| State in the. full Enjoyment, of their Faith and Property ; ; 
if theſe are not the Objects they contend for, as being in 
the moſt, unbounded Poſſeſſion | of them at preſent ; — 
What is it they can be in Hopes of gaining by the Repeal 
of the Teſt ? Why, ſuch a Participation of Power, as 

might enable them to bring about an entire change in 


civil and religious Government, ö and by Which they might F 
eſtabliſh Preſbytery on the Ruins of that Church, whoſe 
peaceable Forbearance they could never yet adopt, even in the 
Settlement of their own inteſtine Diviſi ons. And I, by 
an ill-timed Relaxation of the preſent Laws enacted for 
the Safety of the State, the Petitioners ſhould ever eſtabliſh 


their Power, what Share of Toleration would be granted 
to us, and other Sects Aiſſenting from their Opinions, is 
ſufficiently declared in their own Writings. ; i452 
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Our ſubordinate Magiſtrates, it appears, then, cannot be 
too circumſ. pect in diſpenſing the Power with which they are 
entruſted ; to a ſtrict and uniform Diſcharge of this Part of 
their Office they are called, indeed, by the Duty which they 
owe the King—by the Safety and Proſperity of their Country— 
and by the Peace and Tranquillity of their own Conſciences. 
As, on the other Hand, to be negligent or remiſs in it, 
would be a Breach of Truſt, both towards God and Society, 
in which they bear their Office; becauſe, in the Name, and 
on the Behalf of both theſe, they have undertaken the Admi- 
niſtration : And we are all counſelled, by the wiſe Preacher, to 
«« keep the King's Commandment, and hat in Lge of the 
** Oath of God. Fe | 1 
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This brings me, laſtiy. demonſtrate "wy Obligation in- 
eumbent on all Subjects, partieularly Chriſtians, to render 


cheerful Obedience to the Laws and Inſtitutions of the Coun- 
try under which they live. I 


an 


mm 
2 8 
Dre 


— it we. a _ to the unhappy Times, who the 
ruthleſs Inſtruments of Sedition deluged theſe Kingdoms 
with the Blood of Chriſtians: If we turn our Exes to the 
Continent, where the ſame horrid Spectacle appals the View ; 
in ſhort, if we open the Hiſtory of the World, what a dread- 
ful Picture do we find exhibited of the Ravages occaſioned 

by 


*. 
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by turbulent and ſeditious Men: And are not the Miferies, 
_ entailed by Heaven on all rebellious Diſorders, a ſufficient 
Proof, that it is the Intereſt, as well as Duty, of all Perſons 
whatever, to live in contented Obedience to the Laws. of 
God and their Country. | Did the Apoſtle Paul, in his Day, 
encourage his Followers to petition Cæſar to alter the ancient 
Pagan Worſhip of the Empire, or to diſpenſe with its chief 
F ormalities, to enable Chriſtians to fill ſome Poſts of Conſe- 
quence and Emolument? Or rather, did he not, in Imitation 
of his Divine Maſter, exhort the People to be Subje: ect to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be ready 
to every good Work? And, to excite their Abhorrence of all 
ſeditious Teachers, are they not thus deſcribed by St. Jude— 
«+« Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy Dreamers defile the ** Leine 
Dominion, and e ee 1 . 


9K 


But, waving, for a Moment, the religious Obligation, 
which, as Chriſtians, we are under, to render cheerful Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Forms of the Land ; it is the undoubted 
Intereſt of the-Majeſty of the People, a Title, which includes 
the vaſt and happy Multitude of theſe Kingdoms, to obey, 
with Alacrity—nay, reſpect, with a Degree of enthuſiaſtick 
Veneration, the happy Conſtitution of Church and State, be⸗ 
queathed to them 1 their * as the moſt valuable 

4 Legacy 


1 
Legacy that ever 9 were indebted — or to National 
Wiſdom. - 9516 . 


By all the ſacred Ties of Religion and Morality by all 
the focial -Intercourſe that cements Society and, by all the 
endearing Affection of filial and parental Tenderneſs—1 conjure 


and exhort you, to watch over and guard, with the moſt 
jealous Eye, even the diſtant Approaches of the moſt minute 


Innovation which may threaten your Ri ghts and Privileges as 
CE and as Men. -ote5 a5 ee 1 | 


pi. the Whole — in a froe Connery like this,: hows no 
Laws can be enacted, without the Conſent of the People, 


virtually given to what they are required to. obey ; are we not 


bound to do ſo by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt, Duty, and 
Religion; convinced as we are, from the woful Experience 


of preſent as well as paſt Times, in various Parts of the 
World, that the Inſtant the regular Operations of any State 
are impeded, by the Violence of ſeditious Commotions, that 


| fatal Inftant is the Signal given for an Inundation of Evil to 
burſt, in dreadful Torrents, on the Heads of its devoted Ci- 


tizens ; ſweeping before it every Thing that can render Life 
* and _— p 


Bleſſed a 


1 

Bleſſed as we are, then, with an excellent Eſtabliſhment, both 
in Church and State, let us, my Brethren, unfeignedly beſcech 
the Almighty Ruler of Heaven and Earth, that henceforth 
« we be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the Steight of 
Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in Wait to 
% deceive ;” but that, by a cheerful Compliance with the 
Laws and Inſtitutions of thoſe, who are appointed to rule over 
us, we may, at the laſt great Day, give up our Accounts with 
Joy ; and be able to bear that ſtrict Scrutiny, which ſhall then 
be made, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, 
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